Jr. Skidgel Is Named Pawnee Rodeo’s
Citizen Of The Year

By CL Harmon
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IEC Pays Tax to Local Schools from Gross
Receipts

School

District

Miles

Billings

0.13

Allen Bowden

0.66

$139.97

Bowring

15.04

$3,175.17

Cleveland

565.47

$119,379.47

0.04

$8.44

Bristow

A

ugust is upon us. School will be starting soon and
children everywhere cry out in dread. But, education is
important for children and IEC believes stongly in supporting school districts within its territory.
Many people may believe that since IEC is a non-profit
organization, we aren’t required to pay taxes. IEC doesn’t pay
income taxes, but we do pay what is called a Gross Receipts Tax.
Ninety-five percent of the dollars paid to the gross receipts tax
goes directly to our local schools.
IEC contributes two percent of its total gross receipts.
Each school receives an amount determined by the miles of line
in its district. The charts show yearly distributions and a breakdown of 2008 per school district.
In 2008, IEC paid $740,0423.67 on 3,505.44 miles of
line to 28 schools in its seven-county territory. ◊
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169.05

3,505.44
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Jr. Skidgel (cont.)
that,” he added.
As I listened to him, I could feel his sense of humor and see how it would have sustained him through the long
droughts and late freezes that are so burdensome to a farmer. “I never had to go break ice in the winter time for my old tractor
to get a drink,” he quipped. But if raising cattle made that living when farming alone couldn’t, then raising cattle is what he
did.
So when those times would come, he added ranching to his list of chores and still runs cattle with the best of those
ghosts that used to push the herds across the prairies in the old west. And now with 500 cows under his belt, he still considers
himself a farmer who ranches on occasion.
But it’s being true to himself and a strong work ethic that has brought him this honor and the respect of so many others. He likes his story of a banker who asked him to take land and let the bank worry about financing when Jr. had no money.
And he relishes the person he has become when faced with adversity...and he has had his share. Just this year he lost
vehicles and a shed to a tornado. But it’s so much more than these things that make him worthy of such an honor as Citizen of
the Year.
It’s not even the fact that he would pick 400 pounds of cotton a day or sleep every other night so he could cut wheat
for others during the day and plow for himself at night just to scratch out a living that sets him a step above and makes him
worthy.
It’s the fact that he can see the opportunity to help himself and others through hard work and generosity as blessings,
which is so apparent with statements like “people have been so good to us and if a man came through that door without shoes,
I would buy him a pair.”
This attitude from a man who has worked for everything he has and thanks the good Lord for allowing him to work so
hard to get it all is what Justes and those who voted him this honor believe America doesn’t see much of anymore and why he
is their Citizen of the Year.
Nelson Walter Skidgel Jr. and his wife Lois will be honored in a ceremony at this year’s Pawnee Bill Memorial Rodeo. The rodeo will be on August 6th through the 8th at the Pawnee Lakeside Arena. ◊

Cowboy Hats & Hard Hats
By Jack Clinkscale

Election Time!

By the time you read this column the smoke will have cleared and the Trustee elections will be
completed at IEC. Every year three trustee positions are open and each trustee holds three-year terms.
This year, Board President Dr. Greg Fielding along with Trustees Wanda Foster and Michael Spradling, were up for election. The only thing I know at this time is that Mr. Spradling will serve again
since he drew no opponent. Dr. Fielding and Ms. Foster drew opponents and no one in their right
mind predicts political elections with any degree of certainty. Election results will be posted in the
next issue of The Lamp.
While elections can sometimes be cumbersome, it is one of the greatest expressions of the cooperative form of business. Almost any member of an electric cooperative can have a direct influence on the operation of their cooperative by
running for the Board of Trustees. Trustees make many difficult business decisions and spend a significant amount of time
attending meetings both locally and nationally, to receive training and stay abreast of current issues and challenges facing
our industry. They have the great responsibility of preserving a successful member-owned business formed by local citizens
over 60 years ago. They must set policy and direction for IEC to continue to prosper and provide quality electric service at a
reasonable cost. It is a job that requires time and diligent effort and carries a great amount of responsibility. At IEC we are
blessed to have eight members who are willing to make the commitment and sacrifice to ensure that IEC continues to carry on
the proud tradition of success that has required the diligent effort of so many before us. ◊
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Easy Key Lime Pie

Crust for 9” pie
1 1/4 cups finely crushed pretzels
1/4 cup sugar
6 Tbsps Margarine (Melted)
Mix and press into 9” pie plate
Filling:
1 can sweetened condensed milk (Eagle Brand)
1/2 cup lime juice
1 envelope Koolaid Lemon Lime Mix
1 Tub of cool whip
Mix and pour into pretzel crust. Freeze 2 hours. Let Thaw about 10
minutes. Decorate with lime slices and a dollop of cool whip.

IEC of fices will
be closed Monday,
September 7 th in
honor of Labor
Day. Please call
(918) 358-2514 or
1-800-482-2750 to
repor t an outage.

Heating & Air Conditioning Tips
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Set thermostats to 78°F in summer, 68°F in winter.
Run ceiling paddle fans on medium, blowing down in summer.
Run ceiling paddle fans on low, blowing up in winter.
Change HVAC filters monthly.
When installing new air filters, make sure they are facing in the correct direction. (Look for arrow on side of filter.)
When heating or cooling, keep windows locked.
Insulate electric wall plugs and wall switches with foam pads.
Caulk along baseboards with a clear sealant.
Close fireplace dampers when not burning a fire.
(918) 358-2514
(800) 482-2750
Caulk around plumbing penetrations that come through
W W W. I E C O K . C O M
walls beneath bathroom and kitchen sinks.
Caulk electrical wire penetrations at the top of the interior Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Monday - Friday)
walls.
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Keeping your tires properly inflated improves gas mileage
for the average vehicle by around 3 percent, saving up to
20 gallons of gasoline per year.
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